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Mr. HinchcliCe, the sexton, looked up as Mr. Philemon, the clerk, unlocked the great gates of open ironwork
which led into the street HinchcliCe was cutting the lettering on a tombstone, supported by heavy wooden
trestles, under a little shed close to the vestry door of the church. The clerk, a small, rotund man, clerical in
aspect, and wearing a round felt hat, pulled out a large, old-fashioned watch. Time for the bell, William, he said.
The parish church was a large building in sham perpendicular. It stood in a very central position on the
Manchester main road, rising amid a bare triangle of flat gravestones, and separated from the street pavement
only by high iron railings. It was about half-past four on a dull autumn aEernoon. The trams swung ringing
down the black, muddy road, and the long procession of great two-wheeled carts, painted vermilion, carried
coal from the collieries six miles away to the great mills and factories of Salford. About the Publisher Forgotten
Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of
an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the
work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do,
however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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