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indexed. Not illustrated. 1828 Excerpt: .or Puritans, they must run a muck as Drawcansirs in literature. Not being
able to be Reevers of Westburn Flat, they were to plunder people of their characters, and warm the chill poverty
of their imaginations at the blushes and distresses of private life.f Unfortunately, some of the knaves were not
destitute of talent: the younger were tools of older ones, who kept out of sight. Sir Walter Scott calls this, |
believe, a re-action in favour of legitimate ideas. Legitimate ideas are obliged to him for the compliment, and
are very much his humble servants: but | doubt whether the Government of 1828 will agree with him, as the
Pittites did; and a present Government is a great thing, as the Reviewers have found out. Your absent deity is
nothing to your prcesens dims. The contrivers of this system of calumny thought that it suited their views,
trading, political, and personal, to attack the writer of the present work. They did so, and his friends with him, -
me Keats among the number. Had the hostility been fair, | was a fair object of attack, having not only taken a
warm part in politics, but in a very thoughtless and immature spirit attacked people critically, Sir Walter among
them. But then | did it openly: my books were not published without a name; and word was always left at the
Examiner office, where | was to be found, in case explanation was demanded of any thing...
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