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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Seven Stories: Edited With an Introduction by Carl
Van Doren The roots of Hawthorne s thought and feeling strike deeper into the past of his native section than
do those of any other American story-teller. At a time when for most New Englanders their seventeenth century
seemed barren of romance, he found in it color and charm, beauty and universal significance. The Maypole of
Merry Mount admirably illustrates his way of looking back into the dusky dawn of the first settlement. He had
read of a certain Thomas Morton who, being at odds with the authorities of Plymouth, set up a seceding colony
under his own rule at a place which he and his followers called Merry Mount. There they traded with the Indians,
paying, it seems, higher prices for furs than their competitors of Plymouth liked, and also selling the Indians
guns and gunpowder. What seemed to the Pilgrims even more dangerous, Morton had brought with him an
unpuritanical spirit which led him to encourage among his men various old English games and ceremonies
hateful to orthodox New Englanders. He even set up a Maypole, as if, Governor William Bradford of Plymouth
wrote, they had anew revived and celebrated the feasts of the Roman goddess Flora, or the beastly practices of
the mad Bacchanalians. Such pagan rites the reformers of the seventeenth century would not tolerate in a land
to which they had fled partly in order to escape just such abominations. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an
important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology...
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