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textbook. She examines the work of many less famous French chemists (including physicians, apothecaries,
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analytic methods. Apothecaries and metallurgists, she shows, shaped the main theory domains through their
innovative approach to analysis. Academicians and philosophical chemists brought about two transformative
theoretical moments through their efforts to create a rational discourse of chemistry in tune with the reigning
natural philosophy.The topics discussed include the corpuscular (Cartesian) model in French chemistry in the
early 1700s, the stabilization of the theory domains of composition and affinity, the reconstruction of French
theoretical discourse in the middle of the eighteenth century, the Newtonian languages that plagued the
domain of affinity just before the Chemical Revolution, Guyton de Morveau s program of affinity chemistry,
Lavoisier s reconstruction of the theory domains of chemistry, and Berthollet s path as an affinity chemist.
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