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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Poems of Phillis Wheatley Our purpose in
republishing this little book of poems, a century and a quarter after the death of the author, is to acquaint the
present generation more thoroughly with her remarkable genius. She was born in Africa, and at the age of
eight years was brought to America and sold into slavery to a Mrs. John Wheatley in Boston. Within a year of
her arrival she could read and write English, of which she was previously in entire ignorance. She also acquired
a knowledge of the classics, and developed a pleasing poetic style. Before she was twenty her writings had
attracted the attention of many literary people of England, and in 1773 a volume of her poems was published in
London. Since then there have been many editions published; one in 1784 in Boston, another in Albany, 1793;
another in 1802, another in 1805, another 1816. Memoirs and Poems of Phillis Wheatley in 1834, 1835 and 1838.
Her poems constituted the second volume of Abbie Joseph La Valle s book, The Negro Equalled by few
Europeans, in 1801. Besides these, many separate poems have been published, perhaps the earliest being in
memory of George Whiteneld, printed in 1770. Many of her poems were not published. She wrote a poem to
George Washington, which the general highly complimented, but which he was too modest to publish. Phillis
Wheatley was married to a Mr. Peters, in Boston, but died soon after in 1784, at about the age of thirty-one
years. Her. poems were written and published before her marriage, and she was known as Phillis Wheatley
rather than Phillis W. Peters. About...
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