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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Insects and Disease: A Statement of the More
Important Facts With Special Reference The life of man is affected, for good or ill, at a thousand points by the
activities of the humbler members of the living world of which he forms a part. The lower animals and plants
supply us with our food and clothing and with materials for providing shelter against the elements. On the
other hand, certain species are our relentless foes, waging constant war against our property and even our
lives. In the case of the insects, for example, as we review the multitudes of these creatures within our limited
horizon, we not only admire the wondrous beauty of this species or the amazing instincts of that; we are
awestruck at the financial havoc wrought by one and appreciate with gratitude the way in which another helps
to restore the balance of Nature and protect us from starvation. Even among the microbic forms of life, in the
world of the infinitely little, we find, on the one hand, the bacteria of the soil fixing the nitrogen of the air and
making it available for our growing crops - on the other, the bacilli of tuberculosis and of a score of other
deadly diseases, threatening the health and life of hundreds of thousands. One of the most interesting and
important chapters in the story of the interrelationships between mankind and the lower forms of life is that
which deals with the triple relation between the microbe, the insect and the human being in the spread of
certain communicable diseases. The types of insects and their relatives concerned are, on the whole, more...
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