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illustrated. 1901 Excerpt: . . . And it is not true to the faith and experience of the Christian Church. The
universality of death is an aggravation of its evil; the commonness of death is but the increase of its bitterness.
There is but one condition in which death is not an evil. It is when it becomes the supreme organ of revelation;
then it is more than revelation; it delivers men from itself. It is redemption. Death is the last evil and enemy till it
become the supreme organ of the grace of God in the cross of Christ. The death of Christ has redeemed death
itself. It has immortalised mortality. The last enemy becomes the greatest vassal. Saul turns Paul. And mans
extremity is Gods opportunity. 3. The Fascination of Death. To many of the greatest there has been a
fascination, yea, even a distinction, about death as the locus of the great secret, as the final problem whose
answer answers all. Where the carcase was there were the eagles ever. Even if they could not solve it they had
an instinct that the solution of humanity lay there in what seemed its dissolution. It is our weakness, not our
strength, that consents to the agnosticism of the grave, to death as complete erasure. Faith and philosophy, as
well as valour, feel this spell, this call to wring power from death, and wrest meat from the eater. To take the
philosophies only, it is those that feel its...
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