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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1919 edition. Excerpt: . READING THE BIBLE I READING THE BIBLE HEN I was five
years old, my mother V V oFered me a dollar if I would read the Bible through, from the first chapter of Genesis
to the last chapter of Revelation. I confess that my price has risen since then; but in my boyhood I had more
leisure and less cash than I have now. My total income was six cents a week; and as I was expected to deposit
one cent in the contribution box every Sunday, I always regarded my income as five cents, unconsciously
prophetic of the modern income-tax law. I am glad that my mother bribed me to read the Bible, and glad that
she forced me to pay my way in church. At first I thought more of the dollar than of the Holy Writ; but as I
became interested, I found keener joy in the race than in the prize. The best books for children are those that
never were intended for children. The ordinary child s Christmas book has an intolerable air of condescension
like the ingratiating smile of the professional speaker to boys, who deceives only those in bad health. Even
children deserve intellectual respect and profit by it. No better books for children exist than Pilgrim s Progress,
Gulliver s Travels, Robinson Crusoe, the anteburtonian Arabian Nights, and the Bible. Apart from the mental
discipline and emotional enrichment obtained from these books, there exists to...
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