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GRIN Verlag Okt 2009, 2009. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 210x148x1 mm. This item is printed on demand
- Print on Demand Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 1999 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Linguistics, printed single-sided, grade: 2,0 (B), University of Tubingen (Institute for Anglistics), course:
PS I Introduction to Linguistics, 4 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Grammar is what has
always made English a school subject. (Lewis,1993: iii) Jimmie Hill s opinion on English as a school subject is one
of the simplest put but most accurate views | have ever come across so far. In this short phrase lies far more
than one would imagine at first sight. Its explicit message is, of course, that grammar is a feature of great value
for a student learning English and | would never contradict that. However, reading and thinking about this
short sentence one comes to understand that there must be far more than that to really be able to
communicate in English. In his list of principles Michael Lewis puts it as follows: Successful language is a wider
concept than accurate language. (Lewis, 1993: vi) That means that in order to communicate not only
grammatical competence is required but that there are other factors which need to be considered when
teaching English. A student learning a great amount of grammar will not be able to communicate in English if
he isn t, for instance, able to communicate at all, no matter if in his mother tongue or in the language he is
newly acquiring because socio linguistic competence communcative power precedes and is the basis, not the
product of grammatical competence. (Lewis, 1993: vii) As a consequence, a teacher of English (for Germans)
can tonly teach grammar to his students and...
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